Monkeyshines Artist Biogs
JOHNNY NASSER

Johnny Nasser graduated from the National Theatre Drama School in 1995 and has since worked on various theatre and television projects. Since 2002 Johnny has worked extensively with Loose Canon Arts, creating and performing shows for young audiences in Asia and the Middle East. 

In NSW he has performed with Parramatta Riverside Theatres, N.I.D.A,  Darlinghurst Theatre as well as collaborating extensively  with the Northern Rivers Performing Arts.

With Loose Canon Arts Johnny has created and performed work which has played at the Singapore Comedy Festival, the Sydney Opera House, the famous Spiegeltent and for the Sydney Festival as well as theatrical work for large events for the City of Sydney.

LEONIE COHEN

Leonie is one of Sydney’s foremost jazz pianists and composers. After studying jazz at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music in the early 1990s, Leonie has performed extensively throughout Sydney (Opera House, Basement, Soup Plus, Side-On Café, Sound Lounge) and has toured to Singapore, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Japan, Melbourne (Spiegel Tent, Bennetts Lane) and Adelaide (Cabaret Festival). In 2008 she toured through the US and Australia with entertainer David Campbell, helped form the popular Tango Saloon jazz band in 2009 (with whom she stills plays) and was the musical director on underground hit The Wild Party which played three seasons at Sydney’s Raval. Leonie has composed music for film, theatre, and dance productions and performs with and writes for her own jazz ensemble the Leonie Cohen Quartet. The band released its debut CD Jerusalem in 2005 after being commissioned by the ABC and her new CD, Sideshow Pony was released this year on Jazzgroove.

She has worked with Loose Canon Arts for the Last 10 years.

LIESEL BADORREK

Liesel has almost 20 years experience in writing, producing, directing and performing in a range of theatrical productions for both young and adult audiences. She began working with various companies in Queensland including the Queensland Theatre Company and Grin & Tonic. 

She returned to co-found Strut and Fret Productions in 1997 creating new work for the Adelaide Fringe and Brisbane Festivals,  the Out of the Box Children’s Festival and the 1999 Commonwealth Theatre Festival in Kuala Lumpur. 

In 1999 she formed Loose Canon Arts and has since toured throughout South East Asia and the Middle East for several months of each year with performances for young audiences. In addition to creating and performing in a range of adult cabaret shows that have toured locally and overseas, Liesel has written, produced and directed two comedies for family audiences Monkeyshines and Darlingwood Tales which were commissioned and presented by the Sydney Opera House in 2008 and 2009 respectively. Over the last two years she has also created and performed new work for seasons at Carriageworks, the Famous Spiegeltent and the Sydney Festival as well as for the City of Sydney and the NSW Historic Houses Trust. For the last four years she has also performed as part of the cult Sydney comedy cabaret collective Six Quick Chicks and has just directed Jude Bowler's Working Class Sheilas for the 2011 Mardi Gras and Feast Festivals. 

