Vocals:

Faheem Mazhar is a vocalist of the Indian classical music genre. He is known for his unique and melismatic merging of Indian musical tradition into western music. Throughout his 25-year career, he has received acclaims for his performances across 45 countries as a vocalist and composer. Faheem has performed in Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, Bengali, Persian, Arabic, English, Corsican and Hebrew. His music has been commissioned for a variety of productions ranging from documentaries, films, to the Olympic flag hand-over ceremony in Beijing for London Olympics 2012. 

He performs regularly as a Classical singer on Radio Pakistan and Pakistan Television and BBC, UK. In 1988, Faheem was named  ‘Best singer of the year’ at the ‘Pakistan Music Conference’ in Lahore. He has also won ‘The Bolan Cultural Award’ in the classical and semi classical categories. Faheem has collaborated with artists such as Akram Khan, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Sylvie Guillem, Niraj Chag, Philip Sheppard, Birju Maharaj, Zakir Khan, Talvin Singh, Roger White, Nitin Sawhney, Riccardo Nova and Mark Lockett. 

Faheem started his training in the Indian classical music genre from Lahore, Pakistan. At the age of ten, he had the privilege of being a student of classical gurus like Ustad G.A. Farooq, Ustad Pervaiz Paras and Ustad Chhote Ghulam Ali Khan. His first performance was at age 14 when he performed on the Barsi (anniversary) of Ustad Bhai Laal at Viam Shala Lahore and has been performing as a classical composer and vocalist ever since. 

When he is taking a rest from touring he enjoys teaching at The Birmingham Conservatoire, UK and more recently Beaconhouse National University Lahore, Pakistan.
Violin:

Alies’s music and career are not easily defined by genre or category, however she has proven herself as a violinist and composer who has the ability to work alongside the world’s best in contemporary music and composition. Alies’ credits are vast and varied, including composing, arranging, producing and musically directing for feature films, documentaries and numerous commissioned works for television (CNN, SBS and Foxtel) music, theatre and dance productions. 

Alies has worked with a diverse range of Australian and international artists including Nitin Sawhney, Akram Khan, Hugh Jackman, David Helfgott, Sylvie Guillem, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Netsayi Chigwendere and The Shaolin Monks of China, performing in many of the worlds leading arts festivals and venues throughout Europe, Asia and the Americas.

She is currently writing the electronic/orchestral score to the US feature film Mine Games.
“Alies’ Picture Box Orchestra is a flawless composition of startling intensity. Its soul-filled performance at the Toff in Melbourne was remarkable - showcasing Alies’ exceptional talent as a composer, producer and violinist with incredible depth and courage. Brilliant.” - Peta Carlyon, ABC (Australia).
Cello: 

Tim Blake studied at the Victorian College of the Arts before becoming Music Co-coordinator for the Little Yarra Steiner School, a position he has now held for more than 15 years. He founded the Little Yarra Ensemble and has toured extensively with them throughout Australia and New Zealand. 

As a professional musician Tim has explored many musical styles including traditional and contemporary folk, classical, pop/rock, jazz and hip-hop. He has made a number of recordings and appeared at music festivals, CD launches, on television and radio. 

In 2005 he was invited to perform with Nitin Sawhney at the SAGE Gateshead (UK) and then went onto perform in Akram Khan’s ‘Zero Degrees’, composed by Sawhney. He has since toured extensively through Europe, North and South America, Australia and Asia. Tim is currently appearing regularly with Melbourne hip-hop band True Live.

Tabla/Vocals:

Jay Dabgar started learning the Tabla at the age of five. Initially, he learnt from Shree Divyang 

Vakil, a renowned percussionist and teacher and disciple of the late Ustad Allarakha Khan. Later he studied with Pt. Nandan Mehta and Pt. Puran Maharaj, both, disciples of the late Padma Bhushan and Pt. Kishan Maharaj. He has performed for renowned maestros, such as Ustad Zakir Hussein, Pt. Kumar Bose, Pt. Jasraj, and Pt. Rajan & Sajan Mishra. He has performed as both soloist and accompanist in the 1997, 1999, 2000, 01,03, 04, 06,10 Saptak Annual Festival, India. Received a scholarship from the Government of India, Ministry of Culture, in the field of Hindustani Instrumental Classical music – Tabla in 2006. Received first prize in the Inter-University, Inter-Zonal & Inter-State Youth Festivals, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004. Was a soloist in the Mewaati Gharanaa concert held by Padma Vibhushan Pt. Jasraj, 2004. Awarded the ‘Pt. Nikhil Ghosh Memorial Promising Artiste Award’, by Pt. Aneesh Pradhan, 2002 and won the ‘Best Performer - Sarva Shreshth Saadhak Award’ in the Pt. Omkarnath Thakur Competition, 2002. Jay moved to Adelaide, South Australia in 2005.

