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KATE McLENNAN
Kate McLennan has gained a reputation as one of Australia’s funniest ladies, most notably working as a character comedian on The Mansion for the Comedy Channel and the 2009 Logies ‘Road to Gold’ sketches. 

Most recently Kate was named The Age M-ie magazine ‘Comedy Star on the Rise’ and awarded the Kit Denton Disfellowship with co-writer Kate McCartney to develop their TV series ‘Bleak.’

Kate will perform her new solo show ‘Homeward Bound’, which blends stand-up and her trademark characters, for the 2012 Adelaide Fringe and Melbourne Comedy Festival. 
Her award-winning one-woman stage comedy The Debutante Diaries recently toured Australian capital cities, regional centres and country areas affected by the Black Saturday fires. This critically acclaimed show was nominated for a Barry Award in the 2007 Melbourne International Comedy Festival and also won the award for Best Newcomer and Best Comedy at 2006 Melbourne Fringe. She also received glowing reviews for the show in the 2007 Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

Since her debut into stage comedy with The Debutante Diaries Kate has written another critically acclaimed one-woman show The Enthusiasts and the comic play Dead River. She has also co-written, script edited and performed in two television sitcom pilots Slices and Kinder Surprise with co-collaborator Fiona Harris. These two ladies made their stage debut as a duo last year with their comedy show Livin’ the Dream.  

Kate has also appeared in several other stage shows including Beaconsfield – The Musical and Nelly Thomas’ ‘I Coulda Been a Sailor’. She has also been invited to perform at various Melbourne International Comedy Festival events such as Upfront, The Comedy Festival Roadshow, Big Laugh Out, Comedy Club for Kids and the late-night comedy club at the Hi-fi bar. She regularly performs both stand-up and character based comedy at various clubs around Melbourne. Kate also runs motivational talks and workshops in high schools and universities. In 2011 Kate also presented a weekly football podcast called ‘The Downlow’ with fellow comedians Geraldine Hickey and Anne Edmonds.   

“McLennan is such a radiant presence she barely needs the stage lights.” Australian Stage
'... really hysterical ... I'm still laughing ... McLennan has it totally under control.' BEAT Magazine
"Working with Year 8 students can always be a challenge! Kate managed to keep our girls enthralled as she explored the nature of comedy and developed both their analytical and their performance skills. They raved about it long after the sessions ended.... Mark Stracey, Enrichment Coordinator, Mount Saint Joseph Girls' College)
 

Live Shows


2011


Homeward Bound - Solo show




Melbourne Fringe Festival
2010 


Livin the Dream - with Fiona Harris 




Melbourne Fringe Festival



Nelly Thomas in ‘I Coulda Been a Sailor’  



Melbourne International Comedy Festival
2009


Dead River Ensemble play 



Melbourne Fringe Festival




The Debutante Diaries Solo show 



National Tour
 


Beaconsfield – The Musical Cast  



Melbourne International Comedy Festival
2008


The Enthusiasts – Solo Show  



Melbourne International Comedy Festival
2007


The Debutante Diaries – Solo Show

 



Adelaide Fringe, Melbourne International Comedy 



Festival, Edinburgh Fringe, Hothouse Theatre 




Comedy Festival

2006


The Debutante Diaries – Solo Show 





Melbourne Fringe Festival



The Wrong Night 




Ensemble Melbourne International Comedy Festival

2005


Henpecked – Ensemble 




Melbourne International Comedy Festival
Television


2011


Ben Elton’s Live from Planet Earth - Channel Nine




(Regular Cast) 

2010


Offspring - Channel Ten




(Guest )
2009


9am with David and Kim  - Network Ten



(Watercooler Guest) 




The Mutant Way - Channel 31




(Guest)




‘Road to Gold’ Logies Broadcast - Channel Nine




(Performer) 

2008


The Mansion– The Comedy Channel

 


(Regular Cast)



Carlton Mid-Strength campaign– Prodigy Films


 

(cast)
2007 


The Nation - Comedy Channel 

 


(Guest)

2005


Vulture– ABC TV  



(Guest)




Let Loose Live –The Seven Network



(Regular Cast)
Writing


2011


Funny Buggers - Penguin




(Contributing writer) 




Bleak 




(co-creator - TV pilot) 

2010


Princess Bitchface - Lets Talk Productions 




(TV series - character development & workshops)




Bed of Roses - Ruby Entertainment 




(TV - series 3, episode outlines)
2009


Kinder Surprise - Ruby Entertainment




(TV pilot - Script Editor) 

2008


Slices - Funded through Film Victoria



(TV Series co-writer) 



Beat Magazine




(Guest Columnist)




The Mansion – Comedy Channel




(Writer/Performer)  




MEAA Magazine 




(Guest Columnist)  
Voice Over


2005-2010

Dogstar - Nine Network




(Regular Cast - Simone) 
2009


Wakkaville - Nine Network




(Regular Cast – Missy) 

2008


Playground  - ABC Kids




(Principal – Ruby)

Other Notable Live Work

Melbourne International Comedy Festival Upfront ‘07, ‘08 & 2010 Melbourne International Comedy Roadshow 2007 
Kate regularly performs stand-up at various clubs around Melbourne and has worked extensively in schools running comedy performance and writing workshops and as a guest speaker. She has also hosted and mc’d a variety of functions and events in the corporate sector.
Awards


2011

Kit Denton Disfellowship 



$30,000 writing grant for tv series ‘Bleak’ 



Comedy Star of the Rise - Winner



The Age M-ie
2007

Barry Award Nominee 



Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival



Best Comedy Nominee 



Adelaide Curtain Call Awards

2006 

Best Comedy Winner


 Melbourne Fringe Festival



Best Newcomer Winner 



Melbourne Fringe Festival  
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