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 Asking for Trouble

Asking for Trouble – the company 

Asking for Trouble was formed by Christy Flaws, Luke O’Connor and Ailsa Wild in early 2008. They have worked together over the past 7 years in a number of shows and companies and share a strong language in circus and physical theatre. Between them they have a rich mix of complementary skills including movement, choreography, writing, visual design, stage design, puppetry, rigging and project management.

Asking for Trouble is interested in creating beautiful, strange, hilarious and delightful theatre, to excite and inspire a diverse audience.
Their first show, Bubblewrap & Boxes was first performed as part of La Mama Explorations in October 2008. Since then it been performed at Carlton Courthouse (La Mama) and Gasworks Arts Park as part of the Melbourne Comedy Festival, Northcote Town Hall as part of Melbourne Fringe Festival (where it won the Fringe award for the Best Family show), The Garden of Unearthly Delights for Adelaide Fringe 2010 & 2011, Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2011, Dunedin Fringe Festival NZ 2009, ArtPlay, Fun 4 Kids Festival and many Regional Victorian Arts Centres. Bubblewrap & Boxes has also won the Drama Victoria Award for ‘Best Show for a Primary Audience’.

Asking for Troubles second show KAPOW! won the Melbourne Fringe Award for ‘Best Family Show 2010’ and will be touring regional Victoria in late 2011. 

Asking for Trouble was a resident company at the Auspicious Arts Incubator where they were mentored in arts business management. 
Luke O’Connor – Physical performer

Luke has studied a Bachelor of Contemporary Arts in Dance and Drama (Deakin University) and a Diploma in Circus and Performance Arts (CircoArts, NZ) majoring in Acrobalance, German Wheel and Clown. From 1999 to 2002 Luke ran Babaganouj Cooking Club, an ensemble of young performers exploring physicality in performance.

In 2002 Luke joined the Quiddity Theatre Ensemble under the direction of John Britton which aimed to develop instinctive connectedness and understanding between performers, concentration and focus, and explore the interaction between improvisation and fixed physical training methods. This work led to two public outcomes, Cyclops Alley at La Mama and Tripp at the Carlton Courthouse.

Luke has performed with DownSide Up, a contemporary circus duo amalgamating circus, dance and theatre, with Two’s Company, a circus trio performing comedy, slapstick and acrobatics, and with Footlost performing clown hip hop dance. Luke has also performed with SCALD Physical Theatre, performing 3 Heads in Front, directed by Teresa Blake, at the Dunedin Fringe NZ, and with Westside Circus in Spilt Milk.

In 2008 Luke co-formed Asking for Trouble performing in Bubblewrap & Boxes and KAPOW! as well as managing and developing the company. Both shows have won the Melbourne Fringe ‘Best Family Show’ Award (2009/2010) with Bubblewrap & Boxes also winning the Drama VIC Award for ‘Best Primary Show’.

As well as performing Luke works directing community circus theatre shows his credits include Inside (2005) and Behind the Extra Limbs (2007) with the Hip Cat Circus in Frankston, and in 2008 Ringmasters at Niddrie Secondary College, Escape Hatch (assistant director) at Westside Circus and Shadows on the Footpath at Cardinia Cultural Centre. 

He has also completed a Certificate 3 in micro business management and an intermediate rigging ticket. 

Luke received a professional development grant from the Ian Potter Foundation to ccomplete a study tour to Europe, continuing his Ensemble Physical Theatre and Improvisation practice with John Britton as well as studying Clown under Philippe Gaulier, and attending a number of Acrobatic Conventions. On returning he has performed at Brisbane Festival- Under the Radar, Melbourne Fringe, Natimuk Fringe and The Village with Porcelain Punch Travelling Medicine Show and been co-creator and rigger on a new creative development String Thing.
Christy Flaws - Physical performer

Christy Flaws is a circus and physical theatre artist based in Melbourne, Australia. Since training at CircoArts in Christchurch New Zealand in 2003 she has continued to train circus skills around Australia with specialist artists including Rodleigh Stevens, Anni Davey, Teresa Blake and Avan Whaite. She has performed professionally as a stilt walker, aerialist, hula-hooper, acrobat and clown in Australia, New Zealand, Italy, Japan and Hong Kong.

Christy was a performer and devisor with SCALD' Physical Theatre in 2006 where she worked with circus artists Luke O'Connor, Sarah O'Donoghue and Director Teresa Blake to develop a full-length physical theatre work Three Heads in Front which toured to the Dunedin Fringe Festival, NZ.

She co-founded Quiche Lorraine working with Director Anni Davey to create Domestic Bliss which premiered at Melbourne Fringe 2007 and has since been presented at Midsumma, Adelaide Fringe, Port Augusta Fringe and Brisbane Festival - Under the Radar in 2008. 

In 2008 she co-devised and produced Pirated! with Sweet 'n' Sour Circus performing two sell out seasons, one at La Mama as part of the Melbourne International Comedy Festival and also at Gasworks Arts Park. She also toured Spilt Milk with Westside Circus’ Professional Troupe as part of Regional Arts Victoria’s Arts2Go program.

Christy co-formed Asking for Trouble performing in Bubblewrap & Boxes and KAPOW! as well as managing and directing the company. This role includes booking and managing tours, client communication and publicity. Both shows have won the Melbourne Fringe ‘Best Family Show’ Award (2009/2010) with Bubblewrap & Boxes also winning the Drama VIC Award for ‘Best Primary Show’, touring to New Zealand, South Australia and Regional Victoria including a highly successful tour with RAV in 2011 supported by Arts Victoria. She also performs with One Trick Pony an absurdist circus cabaret duo and continues to teach circus to young people at Westside Circus and Acro-Balance at the Women’s Circus as well as performing freelance at various events around Melbourne. 

Christy has recently returned from a study tour to Europe where she trained in Ensemble Physical Theatre and Improvisation with John Britton, Clown with Philippe Gaulier, and attended a number of Acrobatic Conventions. On returning she worked with Director Anni Davey on the creative development of a new solo work String Thing for which she received a City of Melbourne Young Artist Grant. She has joined the Porcelain Punch Travelling Medicine Show performing in Brisbane Festival- Under the Radar, Melbourne Fringe, Natimuk Fringe and The Village.

Ailsa Wild- physical performer

Ailsa Wild has completed a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Creative Writing and History with a focus on Australian politics, human rights and Indigenous History. In 1993 she co-founded Eyelash Youth Theatre and produced and directed several shows in her hometown of Bega, NSW. She has been a training member and performer of Westside Circus since 1997 and a circus trainer since 1999. In this role she has directed various community youth circus events around Melbourne. She has been an assistant director on several Westside Circus shows including Gravity (2005), A Thousand Steps (2006), Watertight World (2007) and Spilt Milk (2007). She was the Associate Director of Westside Circus (2007 – 2010) a role which involves driving the artistic vision for Westside Circus, raising funds, managing budgets and overseeing artistic teams. This role also included directing Behind The Wall, the Westside Circus youth ensemble. In 2008 she directed Escape Hatch winning a highly commended in the Melbourne Fringe and co-directed the Circus Play Alleyway with Jessica Wilson as part of the Chookahs Festival at The Arts Centre.  In 2009 Ailsa directed Westside Circus’ youth show In My Footsteps at the City of Melbourne’s new youth arts space, Signal as well as overseeing other major artistic outcomes for Westside Circus.

Ailsa is also a founding member of Sweet’n’Sour Circus, who completed a sell out a season of their children’s show Pirated! for the Melbourne Comedy Festival 2008 and another sell out season at Gasworks Theatre in July 2008. Ailsa worked as an outside eye on Bubblewrap & Boxes with Asking for Trouble in October 2008 winning ‘Best Kids’ Show in the Melbourne Fringe 2009 and successfully mounting a Regional Arts Victoria tour in 2011. In 2010 she continued her work with Asking for Trouble co-devising and performing in their recent show, KAPOW! which won ‘Best Family’ Show in the Melbourne Fringe 2010 and is set to tour regionally in 2012. Ailsa is currently studying for her Masters in Creative Media (Creative Writing) at RMIT and works for Kids’ Own Publishing as a facilitator of community book making projects.  Ailsa is one of Teacup Tumble, an acrobatic duo who’s show, It’s not Circus it’s Science will be remounted at the Northcote Kids Festival this year and targeting science education programs for touring in 2012. 
Kate Kantor - Director

Kate Kantor is a director, teacher and performer of physical theatre. Since starting work as an actor, acrobat and teacher with TheatreWorks in the early 80’s, Kate has been a member of many companies, including Primary Source, The Hunting Party, the TeaBags Marching Band, Strange Fruit, Circus Oz and Melbourne Playback Theatre. 

In the late 80’s, Kate studied with and then worked as the assistant to Philippe Gaulier and Monika Pagneux in Paris for 2 years. Since then she has been specialising more in teaching, performing and direction in clown. In the late 90’s, she formed The Business, an independent physical theatre and clown company, as well as working as a performer with Circus Oz, touring Europe, Asia and the UK. Upon her return, she worked as Performance Studies Co-ordinator and Clown Lecturer at the National Institute of Circus Arts. She spent two years developing the curriculum for this course.

Kate has worked with many diverse groups, including Anthill Theatre , The Australian Opera, Frumpus , the Victorian College of the Arts, Rawcus Theatre and many communities in regional Australia as a director, writer, teacher and/or artist in residence.

More recently, Kate worked as the Artistic Director of The Return of the Sacred Kingfisher Festival for 3 years, and as the Artistic Director of the Moon Lantern Festival in North Richmond for 2 years. Up until recently, she was a board member for the Snuff Puppets Theatre Company. Over the past 2 years, she has worked in various capacities for Victoria University in the Creative Industries department, mainly as a teacher and assessor. 

She has a Master of Education, specialising in clown. In this last year, Kate has been in the solo residency program at VUT. 

Ania Reynolds – Composer and sound designer

Ania has worked as a freelance musician and composer since completing an Advanced Diploma of Music Performance at NMIT in 2003. Her first performance with the circus was as a musician for Westside Circus’ Urban Heroes (2000). She has since worked with Westside Circus as a Musical Director, composer and sound designer for productions including Gravity (2005), 1000 Steps (2006), Helium (National Youth Week 2007), Spilt Milk (RAV schools’ touring show 2007-08), A Watertight World (2007) and In My Footsteps (Melbourne Fringe Festival 2009). 

Ania also works as a musician and composer for Polyglot Puppet Theatre Company. Her credits with Polyglot are Stop That House! (2004), We Built This City (2004, 2006-07), Me And My Shadow (2006), Checkout! (2007),The Big Game (2008), and Tangled Web (2011). 

As a freelance composer, Ania has worked with various theatre companies including the Women’s Circus (A Plane Without Wings Is A Rocket, 2006); NICA (Cirque De La Vie 2008); Sweet N Sour Circus (Pirated, 2008); Asking For Trouble Physical Theatre (Bubblewrap And Boxes, 2009; Kapow, 2010) and Melbourne Workers’ Theatre (Every Angel Is Terrible 2008-09). She has also composed soundtracks for The Grimstones – Hatched! (2008) and Mortimer Revealed (2010) by Asphyxia and Randy’s Postcards From Purgatory by Heath McIvor (Melbourne International Comedy Festival 2009, Edinburgh Fringe 2009). 

As a musician Ania has performed at various festivals and events around the country with bands including Croque Monsieur (Port Fairy Folk Festival, St Kilda Festival, The Spiegeltent, Melbourne International Arts Festival, Brunswick Music Festival, The Village at The Falls, Bellingen Global Carnival, Tumbafest); Johnnie and the Johnnie Johnnies (High Vibes, The Village at The Falls Marion Bay, St Kilda Festival, Art Is… Festival, Upwelling Festival); and Yana Alana and Tha Paranas (Melbourne Fringe Festival, Melbourne International Comedy Festival, Adelaide Cabaret Festival, Midsumma Festival, Feast Festival, World OUTGames Copenhagen, Full Tilt at the Victorian Arts Centre).

She is currently the Keyboard Department of the Circus Oz band.
